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Updated Guideline for certificates from plumbers relating to 

building work 

 

Purpose 
To advise that the Guideline for certificates from plumbers relating to building work (the guideline) has 
been updated and republished. 

Background 
The guideline made under section 258 of the Building Act 1975 (BA), provide guidance to  
building certifiers who are considering seeking inspection help through completion of an approved 
form under the Building Regulation 2021 (BR) in relation to plumbing and drainage work under the 
Plumbing and Drainage Act 2018 (PDA). 
 
This guideline clarifies that it is not appropriate for a building certifier to seek inspection help in 
relation to plumbing or drainage work under the PDA.  
 
A building certifier has no responsibility to inspect plumbing or drainage work. Such work is regulated 
under the PDA. Under the PDA, only a local government inspector may inspect plumbing or drainage 
work. 

Updated guideline 
The updated guideline: 
 

• replaces references to Form 16 with the correct reference (Form 12—Aspect Inspection 
Certificate (Appointed Competent Person) 

• updates references and provisions to reflect the BR  

• incorporates minor design and format changes to improve readability. 
 
The changes do not propose a policy change but merely update outdated references. 

The updated guideline took effect from 24 August 2023. 

More information 
To view the guideline, visit the Business Queensland website.  
 
The Building Act 1975, Building Regulation 2021 and the Plumbing and Drainage Act 2018 are 
available on the Queensland Government legislation website. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0029/9866/GuidelinesPlumbing.pdf
https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/18625/form12aspectinspectioncertificateappointedcompetentperson.pdf
https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/18625/form12aspectinspectioncertificateappointedcompetentperson.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/building-construction/forms-guidelines/guidelines
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1975-011
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2021-0126
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2018-017
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Contact us 
Building Policy 

Department of Energy and Public Works 

Email: buildingpolicy@epw.qld.gov.au. 

If you have not received this newsflash directly from Building Policy, you can subscribe via 

bcqnewsflash@qld.gov.au. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this Newsflash is provided by the Queensland Government, through the 

Department of Energy and Public Works (‘the department’) as an information source only. The information is general in nature 

and the department makes no statements, representations, or warranties about the accuracy, quality, reliability, adequacy or 

completeness of any information contained in this Newsflash. It is not to be relied on as a substitute for consulting the relevant 

legislation or for obtaining appropriate professional advice relevant to your particular circumstances. The department disclaims 

all responsibility and all liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs 

(including consequential or indirect loss or damage or loss of profits) you might incur as a result of the information being 

inaccurate, inadequate or incomplete in any way, and for any reason. 
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